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Fueling Innovation.
Scaling Impact.
Building Futures.



Who We Are 
As Chicago’s only venture philanthropy, A Better Chicago funds 
innovative, data-driven organizations that are improving outcomes  
for youth experiencing poverty. Since our founding, we’ve deployed 
over $83 million into Chicago’s most promising youth-serving 
nonprofits, reaching more than 140,000 students to date.

In 2024, with the support of our generous donors, 
we invested $6.4 million in organizations across 
the city that are advancing opportunities for 
Chicago’s youth. 
 
As we celebrate our 15-year anniversary in 2025, we believe now 
more than ever we must deepen our investments—and belief—in 
Chicago’s young people. Together, we can accelerate progress for  
our youth and put opportunity within reach for all young Chicagoans.  

Our Model 
Our model dramatically improves opportunities for under-served  
Black and Latinx youth by leveraging the collective power of people 
who want to make Chicago more equitable. We raise and pool funds 
from donors to amplify their impact across the city. Then, we invest 
meaningful, unrestricted capital and strategic capacity-building 
support to help the organizations in our portfolio grow in scale  
and impact. 

We are reimagining how philanthropy works for Chicago’s  
youth by:

	 Raising capital from highly-committed donors who want to  
create generational change

	 Investing deeply in innovative, youth-serving organizations with 
unrestricted capital and capacity-building support

	 Influencing systems, institutions, and peers through thought  
leadership and field advancement

At A Better Chicago, we know that when young people have access to a quality 
education, family-sustaining wages, and safe communities, we can break the cycle 
of poverty and create lasting change across the city. 
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$$$$$$Invested $6.4 million in youth-serving 
organizations across Chicago$6.4M

youth served across portfolio—  
up nearly 4,000 from 2023

$332K 12%
Provided in management 
support for 16 strategic  

growth projects

Portfolio is operating  
12% above benchmark, 

meaning our investments 
generate a high return

55,500

Project OneTen 
$75,000 grant

Rush Education &  
Career Hub (REACH)  

$100,000 grant

Springboard  
Collaborative 

$125,000 grant

$300,000 Awarded $300,000 across  
new investments

100% Impact—every dollar donated directly 
supports Chicago’s high-impact, youth-serving 
nonprofit organizations100%

of youth are  
from low-income 

backgrounds

89%
of youth are in early, 

middle, and high  
school grades

64%95%
of youth served by  

our programming are  
Black or Latinx

38% Latinx 57% Black  

2024 by the Numbers
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Catalyst Fund  � �

Venture Fund  � �

Growth Fund  � �

Alumni Fund  � �

A Better Chicago invests in 24 active organizations and 2 alumni 
organizations for a total of 26 across all funds.

Catalyst Fund 
Investments made in early-stage, community-
embedded programs with promising approaches  
to serving youth across the south and west sides  
of Chicago.

Venture Fund 
Investments made in organizations that have 
proven program models, demonstrate strong 
early results, and are poised to scale in the city.

Growth Fund 
Investments awarded to well-established 
organizations with proven impact and  
aspirations for meaningful scale.

Alumni Fund 
Organizations previously part of our  
actively-managed portfolio, including nonprofits 
that received multi-year investments that 
supercharged their journey to achieving scale.

Our portfolio is comprised of 4 investment funds:

Current Portfolio
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Thank you to our generous 
donors who make our work 
across Chicago possible.

Looking Ahead 
As part of our bold plan, we are raising  
$50 million by 2028 to scale transformative 
solutions for Chicago’s youth. 

Your support will help us:

Put 76,000 young people on a path out of poverty 

Find, fund, and grow local youth-serving nonprofit 
organizations that are addressing critical issues 
impacting young people through innovative, evidence-
based programming

Track and report on outcomes at both the portfolio 
and city level, ensuring measurable progress

Share what works through thought leadership events 
and accessible research and data reports

Click here to support  
A Better Chicago’s mission
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https://give.abetterchicago.org/campaign/638830/donate


Thank you

For more information, contact 
info@abetterchicago.org 
ABetterChicago.org

https://www.abetterchicago.org

